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ANVILLE, JEAN BAPTISTE BOURGUIGNON D', eldest son of Hubert Bourguignon and 

Charlotte Vaugon, was born at Paris on the llth of July, 1697. The bent of his mind carried 

him at an early age into those pursuits, perseverance in which was to make him the first of 

modern geographers. A map which fell into his hands by accident in the course of his twelfth 

year excited his imitative propensities, and the employment was so congenial to his tastes and 

talent that the accident decided the occupation of his future life. A map of Greece which he 

constructed between his twelfth and fifteenth year has been preserved by M. de Manne and 

published together with the first volume of his edition of the works of D'Anville.  

Hubert Bourguignon, though engaged in trade, was ambitious of introducing his sons to a 

more elevated career, and with this view Jean Baptiste and his second brother Hubert (about a 

year and a half his junior) were sent early to a private academy, and thence 

transferred to the university of Paris (College des Quatre Nations). Hubert (afterwards better 

known as the able engraver Gravelot), [gravelot], who was of a more mercurial temperament, 

quitted college in the third year, but Jean Baptiste completed the usual course to the 

satisfaction of his teachers. The classical knowledge he acquired at the college of the Four 

Nations accounts for the marked taste he evinced through life for the inquiries of comparative 

geography. Indeed these inquiries seem to have been the sole source of any interest he took in 

the classics, for of their artistical beauties he appears not to have had the most distant 

suspicion. In so far as the mathematical sciences are concerned his education appears to have 

been neglected, and he continued to the last deficient in this branch of knowledge. 

D'Anville's peculiar studies procured for him, soon after he left college, the acquaintance of 

the Abbe de Longuerue. With a view to his future career he could not have contracted a more 

useful acquaintance. The abbe was not only a man of extensive learning, he was exacting and 

hypercritical in his estimate of the works of others. The severe censure De Longuerue was 

accustomed to lavish upon the inaccuracies of others had a beneficial effect upon D'Anville, 

whose unimaginative and unsusceptible temperament seldom led him out of the beaten track, 

and whose rarely equalled powers of continuous labour made the laborious search after 

accuracy comparatively easy. 

The earliest published works of D'Anville known to exist are:—"France Ancienne;" " France 

et les Pays voisins jusqu'a 1'Etendue de la Gaule Ancienne ;" " He de France, Champagne, 

&c. ;" " Auvergne, Limosin, &c. ; " " Lyonnais, Bourbon, &c. ;" " Les Pays Bas;" " Lorraine, 

Alsace ;" and " Suisse, Savoie," compiled for the historical and geographical description of 

France ancient and modern by the Abbe de Longuerue. About the time that these maps were 

published, D'Anville received his " Brevet de Geographe du Roi." A map of the kingdom of 

Aragon, compiled from a memoir of the Abbe de Vairac, some topographical maps of M. 

Reussel, Ingenieur du Roi, and notices gleaned from Spanish authors, belongs to this epoch. 

D'Anville was himself dissatisfied with this work, and unwilling that it should be published, 

but the regent, Duke of Orleans, ordered it to be engraved. This is the first intimation we have 

met with of the connection with the house of Orleans, which appears to have continued 

unbroken till the death of D'Anville.  

His next works were his maps of Africa, prepared for Father Labat's account of Western 

Africa. They consist of: a general map of Africa ; a map of Western Africa from Arguim to 

Sierra Leone ; a map of the concession of Senegal ; and a map of the course of the Senegal. 

These appeared in 1727 ; and in the same year D'Anville completed a map of Eastern Africa 

from Cape Guardafui to the Cape of Good Hope, for Legrand's translation of Jerome Lobo's 



account of Abyssinia. In 1729 he constructed the maps destined to illustrate Labat's account 

of Desmarchais' " Travels in Guinea and Cayenne;" and those which accompanied 

Charlevoix's account of St. Domingo, and Father Le Quien's " Oriens Christianus." 

D'Anvtlle's reputation as a chartographer was now completely established. It was in the year 

1729 that the king communicated to him the map of Egypt, prepared by Sicard, at Cairo, in 

1722, with permission to take a copy of it. And it was in the same year that the Jesuits 

selected him to prepare for publication the maps of the Chinese provinces, compiled by their 

missionaries, and destined to accompany M. Duhalde's account of China. The maps 

constructed by D'Anville for this work are twenty four in number: they constitute the 

collection known by the name of " Atlas de la Chine de M. D'Anville." The fifteen special 

maps of Chinese provinces, the special maps of Chinese Tartary, of Tibet and Corea, are mere 

copies of those transmitted by the missionaries. Four of the maps (" Carte la plus generale, qui 

comprend la Chine, la Tartarie Chinoise, et le Tibet;" " Carte generate de la Chine ;" " Carte 

generale de la Tartarie Chinoise;" and " Carte generale du Tibet") are original maps by 

D'Anville. In them he corrected the data of the special maps by the astronomical observations 

transmitted by some of the missionaries, and added information derived from other sources ; 

as, for example, a chart of the course of the Kastricom, on a scale of rather more than two 

inches to a degree. The corrections which this chart emboldened him to make on the coast line 

of Chinese Tartary as laid down by the missionaries, involved D'Anville in a controversy with 

the Jesuits, which led to his publishing in 1737 a letter to Father Castel. 

Previously to this, however, the information collected by D'Anville in the course of preparing 

the maps of China had tempted him to rush into print. He published in 1735 a small volume, 

entitled, " Proposed Measurement of the Earth, showing a considerable Diminution in the 

Circumference of the Parallels," ( " Proposition d'une Mesure de la Terre dont il resulte une 

Diminution considerable sur les Paralleles"); and in 1736 " A conjectural Estimate of the 

Earth's Circumference at the Equator deduced from the Extent of the South Sea," (" Mesure 

conjecturale de la Terre sur 1'Equateur, en consequence de 1'Etendue de la Mer du Sud "). 

These were not exactly his first attempts at authorship. He drew up for the Bishop of Lisieux 

in 1830, and for the Bishop of Blois in 1832, instructions to enable the cures to 

prepare such maps and memoirs of their respective parishes as would furnish adequate 

materials for maps of the two dioceses. Both sets of instructions appear to have been printed : 

the one for the cures of the diocese of Lisieux appears to have been lost ; that for the cures of 

the diocese of Blois was re printed in the first volume of De Manne's collection of D'Anville's 

works. 

It is from the "Mesure conjecturale de la Terre sur 1'Equateur," that we learn approximatively 

the date of D'Anville's appointment to superintend the geographical studies of Louis Philippe, 

due de Chartres, and after the death of his father in 1752, due d'Orleans. In the work referred 

to, the author states that it was suggested by a map of the world drawn by the Due de Chart

res in his eleventh year, which, as the duke was born in 1725, must have been in 1736. The 

map was drawn by the young prince, it is said, in consequence of his governor, the Marquis 

de Ballerai, having given directions that he should draw the maps of the four quarters of the 

globe as the best means of impressing geographical facts upon his memory. This geographical 

exercise of the young prince was the original suggestion of a still more important undertaking 

by D'Anville—his General Atlas. In the preface to his " Analyse geographique d'Italic " he 

mentions that the Duke of Orleans having discovered that the maps prepared by D'Anville for 

his son to copy differed in several points from those in general use, encouraged the author to 

compile a collection of general maps, and promised to be at the expense of their publication. 

The fruit of this liberal support was an Atlas on a larger scale, and prepared with more 

exactness than any that had preceded it. The maps were published not in the order in which 

they follow each other in the completed work, but as each could be got ready. The author 



proposed that each should be accompanied with a memoir, assigning the reasons for the 

adoption of principal positions and other points that might appear to require explanation or 

defence. This intention was carried into effect in the case of a good many. Some of the 

memoirs (as for example the " Analyse geographique d'ltalie" already alluded to) formed 

volumes of considerable size, and are still among the most valuable dissertations we possess 

both in positive and comparative geography. 

From 1738 to 1745 D'Anville appears to have been principally engaged upon the maps which 

he prepared for the Ancient History of Rollin, and the Roman History of Rollin and Crevier. 

The memoir on ancient geography incorporated into the sixth volume of the first four editions 

of Rollin is from the pen of D'Anville. But this employment did not entirely divert his 

attention from the Atlas. The modern maps were in a great measure completed in the course 

of fifteen years from the time that the publication was first announced. As during the earlier 

part of these years he was engaged simultaneously upon ancient maps for Rollin and Crevier ; 

so in the latter part he was engaged upon ancient maps for Crevier's History of the Roman 

Emperors and Martin's History of the Gauls. The " Notice de 1'Ancienne Gaule, tiree des 

Monumens Remains," published in 1760, was the fruit of inquiries suggested by the Abbe 

Billey's " Eclaircissemens Geographiques sur 1'Ancienne Gaule," communicated to D'Anville 

in 1741, and by him published in that year together with his " Traite des Mesures itineraires." 

The intimate acquaintance with ancient geography which he derived from these tastes 

suggested the composition of his "Geographic Ancienne abregee," a compendium of ancient 

geography, published at Paris in 1768,3 vols. 12mo., and next year in one large folio volume. 

The same maps of the world and its principal regions, as known to the ancients, to which this 

work more especially relates, had been published in the course of the years 1762 to 1765. 

D'Anville's connection with the Academic des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres appears to have 

commenced about the year 1754 ; it continued uninterrupted till the close of his life. His first 

contribution to their Memoirs was an answer to a question regarding the difference between 

the paces of an ancient Roman and modern French soldier. Between the 9th of July, 1754, on 

which this paper was read, and the 20th of August, 1773, when his Memoir on the Names of 

Peoples and Towns in a fragment of the ninety first book of Livy, found in the Vatican, was 

read, D'Anville contributed to the Transactions of that Society no less than thirty eight papers 

on points of geography calculated to throw important lights on ancient history. 

The compendium of ancient geography was followed, in 1771, by a work entitled " Etats 

formes en Europe apres la Chute de 1'Empire Remain en Occident." The object of this book 

was to connect ancient (or classical) geography with modern, by delineating the gradual 

introduction of the modern divisions of Europe, and their nomenclature. In 1772, two small 

volumes on the rise and progress of the Russian and Turkish empires completed this 

introduction to the geography of.modern Europe, by supplying the outlines of the two states 

which lie entirely beyond the limits of the western empire. 

In 1773 D'Anville was elected to fill the only chair in the Academic des Sciences reserved for 

a geographer ; and in the same year he was appointed, without solicitation on his part, first 

geographer to the king. His contributions to the Academic des Sciences were, in 1773, " 

Memoire pour corriger les Cartes de la Geographic sur la 

Latitude de la Mesopotamie entre 1'Euphrate et le Tigre;" in 1774, " Memoire sur la Mer 

Caspienne." The former was subsequently expanded into his classical work, " L'Euphrate et le 

Tigre," published in 1779. 

In 1775 D'Anville published " Antiquite Geographique de 1'Inde et de plusieurs autres 

Contrees de la Haute Asie." This was the fruit of many years' laborious investigation. In 1752, 

at the request of the Company of the Indies, he constructed a map in two sheets, of India, from 

the eastern coast of the Hay of Bengal westward. It was with much reluctance he undertook 

the task, feeling that the materials were very inadequate. His representations on this head were 



the means of procuring for him valuable contributions from M. de Bussy, Law of Lauiston, 

and English navigators. A memoir which he composed upon these materials was hastily 

printed at the royal press, and the few copies thrown off soon disappeared. Meanwhile the 

author continued to contribute from time to time memoirs on special points of Indian 

geography to the learned societies of which he was a member. The communications 

mentioned, combined with the materials placed in his hands by the Jesuits, for the geography 

of China, enabled him to give a new and more satisfactory form to the map of India ; and the 

results of the investigations by which he was enabled to do this are embodied in the " 

Antiquite Gcographique de 1'Inde." 

D'Anville's latest publication appeared in 1777 : it is entitled " Considerations generales sur 

1'Etude et les Connoissanccs que demande la Composition des Ouvrages Geographiques." It 

is a plain, sensible, recapitulation of the principal branches of knowledge that the geographer 

requires to be familiar with. It contains also some hints for the literary biography of the 

author. It may be considered as his last testament to future geographers; for at the time it was 

composed he was almost blind; and soon after it was completed he sunk into a state of dotage, 

in which he continued till his death, on the 28th of January, 1782. 

D'Anville married in 1730, Charlotte Testard, by whom he had two daughters. The elder took 

the veil; the younger married M. de Hauteclair, treasurer of France. Madame d'Anville died a 

few years before her husband, hut he was already incapable of feeling his loss. 

D'Anville's constitution was naturally delicate, but his extreme temperance and the regularity 

of his habits enabled him to persevere from youth to an advanced age in working fifteen hours 

every day. His taste was defective ; he was insensible to the beauties of finished composition, 

as well as to those of sentiment and imagination. His scientific acquirements were 

inconsiderable. The source of his superiority as a geographer 

was the instinctive tact with which he divined the meaning of the frequently vague statements 

of travellers, and his power of eliciting truth by comparing and contrasting a number of 

imperfect accounts. These natural talents, a perseverance which the most protracted 

investigations could not weaken, and perfect self possession when beset by a multitude of 

contradictory assertions, enabled him to give a new form to geography. It was between 1720 

and 1780, the extreme limits of D' Anville's active life, that the great outlines, and many of the 

details of geographical science assumed the form they still in a great measure retain. To this 

the investigations of the Academic des Sciences, the Royal Society, and other associations of 

scientific men, and also the voyages of Anson, Bougainville, Cook, and others, in a great 

measure contributed. But it was D'Anville who availed himself of their discoveries to 

approximate maps more nearly to an exact representation of the outlines of seas and 

continents than they had ever been before; .and his researches in comparative geography, and 

respecting the proportions of ancient and modern standards of measurement, are still models. 

He was the first who made geography an exact science. 

A complete list of the publications of D'Anville would far exceed the limits of a biographical 

dictionary. His maps and books were purchased by the king towards the close of 1779, and 

are now national property. A tolerably complete catalogue of his works was published in 1802 

by M. de Manne, conservator of the royal library. That gentleman announced a complete 

edition of D'Anville's works. So far as we have been able to learn, only two volumes of the 

publication have appeared, both since M. de Manne's death. The most important works have 

been noticed in tracing the progress of D'Anville's geographical studies. (E'loge de M, 

d'Anville par M. Dacier, dans les Memoires de f Academic des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, 

vol. xlv.; E'loge de M. d'AnviUe par M. Condorcet, dans fHistoire de fAcadfmie Rm/ale des 

Sciences, annee 1782; Notice des Ouvrages de Af. d'Anvillc, precedec de son Eloge, Paris, 

1802; CEuvres de D'AnviUe, publifcs par M. de Manne, vols. i. and ii., Paris, 1834 ; E'loge de 



M. Gracelot, dans le Necrologe des Hommes cflebres de France, Paris, 1774; and the various 

publications of D'Anville in the library of the British Museum.) W. W. 

 


